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From Knowledge Consumers to Knowledge Producers - Numerous studies have found that active learning approaches, emphasizing student-centered 
and collaborative learning, can improve learning outcomes and student engagement compared to traditional lecture-based methods (Freeman et al., 2014; Prince, 
2004). Additionally, research has shown that students who engage in project-based and experiential learning can better apply what they have learned to real-world 
situations and develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills (Barron & Darling-Hammond, 2008; Kolodner, 2002).
In traditional higher education settings, students are often seen as passive recipients of knowledge, primarily focusing on transmitting information from teacher to 
student. However, there is a growing recognition of the importance of transforming students from knowledge consumers to knowledge producers. This shift involves 
empowering students to participate actively in their learning, engaging in research, and creating their knowledge through experiential and active learning. This approach 
leads to deeper understanding and increased engagement and provides students with valuable skills and experiences to benefit them in their future careers. In this 
presentation, we will explore the benefits of this shift, provide examples of successful implementation, and discuss the challenges that educators may face when moving 
towards a more student-centered, knowledge-producing model of education. 

• Pedagogical Value • It works, and here is how…
Title: A curriculum development simulation in a 
graduate program (Newton & Hagemeier, 2011).
The course aimed to increase graduate students' self-confidence and 
skills in designing and evaluating curriculum and assessment plans. The 
study emphasizes the importance of providing experiential learning 
opportunities in curriculum development for graduate students, 
preparing them for future curriculum development activities and 
additional tasks that require conflict management, consensus-building, 
and meeting the needs of the college and institution.

Title: What Happens When Trained Graduate Student 
Instructors Switch to an Open Textbook? A Controlled 
Study of the Impact on Student Learning Outcomes 
(Harding et al. 2019).
Did student learning outcomes vary as a function of instructor 
experience and textbook type, end-of-semester critical thinking, and 
content scores?

OER and open pedagogy has the potential to transform education by 
making knowledge more accessible, collaborative, and innovative. 
However, overcoming the challenges and barriers to their adoption 
and implementation is critical to their success. Using OER in 
conjunction with open pedagogy can provide several benefits. 
However, several challenges and barriers exist to adopting and 
implementing OER and open pedagogy (Commonwealth of Learning and 
UNESCO, 2017).

Open pedagogy projects can be multi-faceted, single-semester, or 
multi-year, resulting in any number of student-authored/created/
directed scholarly or non-scholarly outputs. These outputs could 
include, for example, a public-facing blog post, translating a Wikipedia 
page, creating a digital scholarly edition, socially annotating, revising an 
open textbook, and/or contributing to crowd-sourced transcription 
projects (Christina Riehman-Murphy and Bryan McGeary, CC BY-NC 4.0). 

• Open pedagogy is projects or assignments that engage 
students as information creators rather than consumers.

• Students are invited to be part of the teaching process and 
participate in the co-creation of knowledge.

• Barriers to this work • OER/AL$ Cal Poly Humboldt

Supplemental 
Material/References

OER/AL$
Cal Poly Humboldt

Contact 
the Presenter


