Humboldzt.

University Senate

Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, May 7, 2024
Arcata Community Center (due to campus closure), in-person only

Chair Woglom called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm. A quorum was present.
Members Present

Anderson, Banks, Bell, Benavides-Garb, Burkhalter, Capps, Cappuccio, Carvajal, Gordon, Graham, Harmon, Hill,
Holliday, Miller, Miyamoto, Mola, Pachmayer, Ruiz, Schroeder, Stelter, Tillinghast, A. Thobaben, Virnoche,

Woglom
Members Absent

Aghasaleh, Deshazier, Jackson, Lancaster, McGuire, Parker, Ramsier, Ronald, M. Thobaben

Guests

Octavio Acosta, Maral Attallah, Dan Barton, Loren Cannon, Jenny Cappuccio, Alexander Carter, Olivia Chase,
Andrea Delgado, Ryder Dschida, Kelly Fortner, Almadin Harootunian, Qualla Ketchum, Jade Khalid, Gabi Kirk,
John Meyer, Maya Montes de Oca, Meridith Oram, Suzanne Pazstor, Chelsea Rios Gomez, Karley Rojas, Mike
Sargent, Sangeeta Sarkar, Tani Sebro, Michihiro Sugata, Lisa Tremain, Marjie Wolfe, and approximately 50 other
guests.

Announcement of Proxies
Mark Johnson for Jackson, Anderson for Lancaster, Pachmayer for McGuire, Hill for Ramsier, A. Thobaben for
M. Thobaben

Reading of the CFA Statement
Chair Woglom read the Interruption Statement from the California Faculty Association.

Approval and Adoption of Agenda
M/S (Mola/Harmon) to amend the agenda to add the Integrated Curriculum Committee Consent Calendar from

April 23, since it was not discussed at that meeting.

Motion to adopt the agenda as amended passed without dissent.

Approval of Minutes from April 9, 2024 and April 23, 2024
M/S (Mola/Harmon) to approve the minutes from April 9, 2024 and April 23, 2024.

Motion to approve the minutes as amended passed without dissent.

Consent Calendar from the Integrated Curriculum Committee
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The attached Consent Calendars from the Integrated Curriculum Committee were approved by general consent.
General Consent Calendar
It was noted that there were no items on the General Consent Calendar.

Reports of Standing Committees, Statewide Senators, and Ex-officio Members

Academic Policies Committee (APC)
Written report attached

Appointments and Elections Committee (AEC)
No report

Constitution and Bylaws Committee (CBC)
No report

Faculty Affairs Committee (FAC)
Written report attached

Integrated Curriculum Committee (ICC)
No report

University Policies Committee (UPC)
Written report attached

University Resources and Planning Committee (URPC)
No report

Academic Senate of the California State University (ASCSU)
The new GE policy is live on the Chancellor’s Office website.

Associated Students (AS)
No report

California Faculty Association (CFA)

The campus is still closed, faculty cannot access their offices, and we're the only campus in the CSU that closed
like this. CFA is getting ready to file an Unfair Labor Practice charge because there was no consultation with the
unions with regards to this change in working conditions.

Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (ODEI)
No report

Emeritus and Retired Faculty and Staff Association (ERFSA)
Written report attached
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Labor Council
No report

Staff Council
No report

President’s Administrative Team

It's been a very difficult few weeks for all of us in Cal Poly. We truly believe that we can build and navigate
through this challenging time. It's going to take time and effort. We need to prioritize feelings, dialogue, and
accountability. We are here today in earnest to listen.

President Jackson is not here today because there are legitimate concerns about his personal safety.
Resolution on the URPC Budget Recommendation 2024/2025 (24-23/34-URPC — May 7, 2024 — Second

Reading)

Senator Mola spoke about the resolution and that there have been no revisions since the first reading. The

recommendations were written before the start of the protests, and we don’t know what the ramifications of
those are yet, so the assumptions made as part of these recommendations might no longer be accurate.

Senator Capps spoke about the process of deciding where reductions were made. Recordings of the URPC Open
Forums and other information used in decision making is available on the URPC website.

Senator Carvajal suggested that the URPC should involve tribal representatives and on-campus groups like Native
American Studies, ITEPP, and INSREP, since the school prides itself on its commitment to Traditional Ecological
Knowledge as part of the polytechnic funding.

Senator Cappuccio spoke against the resolution, since Academic Affairs is receiving the largest reduction.

M/S (Virnoche/Harmon) to call for a vote.

Senate vote to approve the Resolution on the URPC Budget Recommendation 2024/2025 passed.

Ayes: Anderson, Banks, Bell, Benavides-Garb, Burkhalter, Capps, Deshazier, Graham, Harmon, Hill, Holliday,
McGuire, Miller, Miyamoto, Mola, Pachmayer, Stelter, A. Thobaben, M. Thobaben, Tillinghast, Virnoche, Woglom

Nays: Cappuccio, Ruiz, Schroeder

Abstentions: Aghasaleh, Carvajal, Gordon, Lancaster, Parker, Ramsier, Ronald

Sense of the Senate Resolution on Transitioning to a Campus that is Accessible To Individuals with Disabilities
(19-23/24-EX — May 7, 2024)
Senator Graham introduced the resolution and read the attached statement.
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Senator Miller spoke in favor of the resolution and thanked Senator Graham for his work on it.
Senator Ruiz spoke in favor of the resolution and said this will require a commitment of resources.

Senator Bell spoke in favor of the resolution and how it is overdue.

M/S (Harmon/A. Thobaben) to call for a vote.

Senate vote to approve the Sense of the Senate Resolution on Transitioning to a Campus that is Accessible To
Individuals with Disabilities passed without dissent.

Ayes: Anderson, Banks, Bell, Benavides-Garb, Burkhalter, Capps, Cappuccio, Carvajal, Deshazier, Gordon, Graham,
Harmon, Hill, Holliday, Lancaster, McGuire, Miller, Miyamoto, Mola, Pachmayer, Ramsier, Ruiz, Schroeder, Stelter,
A. Thobaben, M. Thobaben, Tillinghast, Virnoche, Woglom

Nays: none

Abstentions: Aghasaleh, Parker, Ronald

Resolution to Recognize the Importance of Accessibility in Teaching (23-23/34-FAC — May 7, 2024 — Second
Reading)

Senator Miller spoke about the resolution, that it doesn’t change any requirements but adds a part to focus on.

M/S (Virnoche/Tillinghast) to call for a vote.

Senate vote to approve the Resolution to Recognize the Importance of Accessibility in Teaching passed without
dissent.

Ayes: Anderson, Banks, Bell, Benavides-Garb, Burkhalter, Capps, Cappuccio, Carvajal, Deshazier, Gordon, Graham,
Harmon, Hill, Holliday, Lancaster, McGuire, Miller, Miyamoto, Mola, Pachmayer, Ramsier, Ruiz, Schroeder, Stelter,
A. Thobaben, M. Thobaben, Tillinghast, Virnoche, Woglom

Nays: none

Abstentions: Aghasaleh, Parker, Ronald

Sense of the Senate Resolution on Dropping the Charges Against Student and Faculty Protesters (27-23/24-EX
= May 7, 2024)

Senator Miller introduced the resolution and spoke about how this protest was handled differently than past
ones and how other CSUs have responded. There’s also concern that there’s a deputy DA who has openly called
the student protestors liars and that they don’t just want a ceasefire but awful things to happen, and he could be
the one handling our student’s case. The DA’s Office said they would take this resolution under advisement.

Senator Tillinghast asked if we know what the specific charges are. Senator Miller said that all the protestors
received the same four charges: unlawful assembly, vandalism, conspiracy, and assault of police officers.
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Senator Harmon offered a friendly amendment that a resolved statement be added to the end of the resolution
saying that it should be distributed to the listed organizations and people.

Senator Ruiz spoke in favor of the resolution, saying that our students have a right to protest and charging them
takes away their future opportunities.

Senator Schroeder spoke in favor of the resolution, recalling that the Occupy Wall Street protests were allowed
to have an encampment on campus during her time as a student.

M/S (Harmon/Virnoche) to call for a vote.

Senate vote to approve the Sense of the Senate Resolution on Dropping the Charges Against Student and Faculty
Protesters passed without dissent.

Ayes: Anderson, Banks, Bell, Benavides-Garb, Burkhalter, Cappuccio, Carvajal, Deshazier, Graham, Harmon,
McGuire, Miller, Miyamoto, Mola, Pachmayer, Ramsier, Ruiz, Schroeder, Stelter, A. Thobaben, M. Thobaben,
Virnoche, Woglom

Nays: none

Abstentions: Aghasaleh, Capps, Gordon, Hill, Holliday, Lancaster, Parker, Ronald, Tillinghast

M/S (Harmon/Miller) to delay the 4:00 time certain and proceed with the agenda.

Motion to proceed with the agenda passed without dissent.

Sense of the Senate Resolution on An Independent Investigation into University Decision Making related to
the April 22, 2024 Protest Actions (28-23/24-EX — May 7, 2024)

Senator Virnoche introduced the resolution.

Senator Burkhalter spoke in favor of the resolution, saying that the university administration is trying to shape
the narrative around what happened and we need an independent person doing that.

Senator Tillinghast spoke in favor of the resolution, saying that no matter where you stand on the student action,
having facts about what happened is important. Our emergency plan did not work in this situation and we need

to know why for future situations.

Senator Tillinghast asked for a friendly amendment to add “staff” to the list of people the investigator shouldn’t
be related to.

Senator Harmon asked for a friendly amendment to add all faculty, staff, and students to the distribution list.
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Senator Graham spoke in favor of the resolution, saying that this is an important step for us to be able to open
campus in Fall.
M/S (Harmon/Mola) to call for a vote.

Senate vote to approve the Sense of the Senate Resolution on An Independent Investigation into University
Decision Making related to the April 22, 2024 Protest Actions passed without dissent.

Ayes: Anderson, Banks, Benavides-Garb, Burkhalter, Cappuccio, Carvajal, Deshazier, Graham, Harmon, Hill,
Lancaster, McGuire, Miller, Miyamoto, Mola, Pachmayer, Ramsier, Ruiz, Schroeder, Stelter, A. Thobaben,
M. Thobaben, Tillinghast, Virnoche, Woglom

Nays: none

Abstentions: Aghasaleh, Bell, Capps, Gordon, Holliday, Parker, Ronald

TIME CERTAIN: 4:00-6:00 PM — Open Forum for the Campus Community
M/S (Miyamoto/Miller) to suspend Senate rules and allow the Campus Ombudspeople, Professor Suzanne

Pazstor and Professor John Meyers, to run the open forum.

Motion to suspend Senate rules passed without dissent.

Jenny Cappuccio made the following comments:
Hi, I'm Jenny Cappuccio from the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. And | would just like to say
that I'm a faculty member who is 120% all in all of the time. And my feelings as of late is my deep sense
of overwhelming disillusionment in our faculty -- not in our faculty, but in our administration of the
president's office level and the tactics that were brought in that escalated a situation that could have
been reasonably resolved. Also, I'd like to say the lack of trust in faculty to be on campus safely, while
contractors and IT are freely working on campus is abhorrent in my opinion.

But all of those things pale in comparison to the experiences of my students, and my Chemistry 109
class, all the way up to my students who are external interns who came back for their culminating
experience this week. My students in Chem 109 reported that they experienced hardship due to their
lack of access to textbooks. There's no SDRC testing accommodations in distraction-free environments,
which is very challenging if you're living in the dorms.The bus stops were inaccessible allowing for
students with disabilities to not access off campus food sources because maybe they have a food allergy
as one student reported to me, and they're not able to get to the store. All of these things, including the
lack of Wi-Fi access on campus for students who don't live on campus and couldn't get to their Zoom
meetings, those things. Students telling me that their parents are calling and telling them that they need
to come home. When they go to move out of the dorms, they have to carry all of their belongs down
past the barricades to be able to load them up into their parents' vehicle. How does this represent our
university? It makes me wonder, what are the plans in the event of a real emergency like an earthquake?
What are the plans for disabled students in the event of an emergency such as this? What are the plans
that we have available to protect our students? | would much rather be creating medical pathways right
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now for our underserved medical community than talking to my students about how they can pass Chem
109 or pivoting my external students coming back to Rita’s to do their biomedical internship talks.

Michihiro Sugata made the following comments:
My name is Michihiro Sugata, faculty in sociology. | would like for us to take a moment to just think
about what it is that we essentially do here in University. There has started this narrative recently that
we should just be content with teaching. That we shouldn't be teaching our students protests, or
activism, or these things. But if teaching content delivery is all we are concerned about then many of us
don't need to be here, Khan Academy does a great job. We're here to build relationships. We're here to
make something that lasts with students, to encourage them, to make them believe that they can
change the world. Even if we may not be fully on board with their vision of what that might look like,
that is their choice to make and we support them in doing it. | learned a lot about different people this
week and there's no one that I've learned to respect more than my college Dr. Rouhollah Aghasaleh who
at many times went without sleep, without nourishment, all for the care of our students. To build
relationships with those students. When | would ask him what he needed, what | could do for him, he
would always say, "I'm fine. I'm fine. I'm just here to take care of the students." So much to the point that
he was willing to put his body on the line to care for them. And we reward him by suspending him. I'm
honored to read a statement for him today since he cannot be here due the care he extended to our
students.

"Dear Chair, and members of the Cal Poly Humboldt Senate, Campus, and Community Members,

“In light of recent events on our campus, it is imperative to acknowledge the remarkable efforts of our
students in raising awareness about pressing global issues. Their dedication to activism, and advocacy
serves as a beacon of inspiration reminding us all of the power we hold as agents of change within our
community. It is through unwavering support from members of faculty, staff, community, and
administrators that our campus remains a vibrant hub of intellectual discourse, and social progress.
However, amidst our expression of gratitude it is crucial to address a troubling issue that has come to
light regarding the disciplinary actions towards students and faculty. A big shout out to the Associate
Dean of Student, Molly Kresl, whose name had been unwillingly added to the suspension letters and has
courageously resigned. Molly is a role model. She chose to lose a job but not to participate in hurting
others. We cannot turn a blind eye to the unjust charges and suspensions leveled against both students
and faculty. It is disheartening to witness the erosion of academic freedom and the suppression of
dissenting voices within our university. Therefore, we call upon Vice President and Enrollment and
Student Success, Dr. Chrissy Holiday, Dean of Students Dr. Mitch Mitchell, and Associate Vice President of
Faculty Affairs Dr. Kim White to drop all and any charges and suspensions for students and faculty
without hesitation. We urge them to demonstrate courage and integrity by disobeying any directives
from President Jackson, whose leadership has been marred by an overwhelming vote of no confidence.
While President Jackson's tenure may be finite, the lasting impact of our actions reverberate far beyond
his departure. Do we want to be remembered as complicit bystander-bystanders or as principled
individuals who stood up for justice and academic freedom?

“Sincerely, Dr. Rouhollah Aghasaleh.”
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Marjie Wolfe made the following comments:
My name is Margie Wolf. I'm a student and a student assistant on campus. My pronouns are she and
they. | appreciate the fact that I'm speaking today on the op end. Today, | am coming up to speak in
support of the current student resolution for the university to divest from Israel. | also called for a
resolution to call for a ceasefire in Gaza. | also call for a resolution calling for the resignation of Tom
Jackson and Mark Johnson due to a complete lack of engagement in good faith with faculty and students
during and after the events starting 04/22/2024. | call for the senate Administration to also repeal the
current time, place, and manner policy and return a culture of free speech to our campus. | also
appreciate anyone who has alternative views and | am grateful for this time.

Qualla Ketchum made the following comments:
My name is Qualla Ketchum. | am a brand new faculty in the School of Engineering and a citizen of the
Cherokee Nation. | was not prepared to speak so please bear with me. Not in the University Code of
Conduct or Elementary Procedure, | hold myself personally and ask my students to join me in holding
myself to my people's community values. If the values we as Cherokee Citizens and people hold for
ourselves in our community. We do not ask permission on something we simply strive to do, that
includes accountability. | have been taught that it is my responsibility as a Cherokee woman and leader
of my community to call out when members of my community fail these endeavors. I've asked my
students to bring it up to me when | fail at this in my classroom. Without accountability there is no trust
or healing as we keep hearing about in these discussions. Our campus administrators have failed in
uploading several of these in the last couple weeks. Time will not allow me to list or document all of
them, so | will work to highlight the ones that I've experienced or seen myself personally. | believe that
these feelings can be summarized by two values. The first is people working together as one and working
to help one another. As a new faculty member, | hear a lot about sheer governance. Well, the lack of this
in action has remained clear to many if not all the people in this room. The second is to be stingy with
one another's existence like a mother with a child. | look at this way, treating each other's existence as
being sacred or important. As a mother myself, I've been experiencing the last two weeks as a pregnant
person now. These values are probably the biggest feeling that | have experienced personally from our
University. | was on campus multiple times before the hard closure, trying to meet with students and
helping them make it through the last couple of weeks. My safety and the sacredness of my existence
was never in question. It did however become a question on Saturday when | was with students,
finishing up their engineering design projects, working at this when we got the hard closure message.
We did everything that we could and talked to UPD to make sure we had permission to be there. We
were given permission. And we continued calling everyday after that to make sure that we were in
accordance with what we were supposed to be doing in a way that would help our students be
successful in finishing our class, these design projects, they are place based like we keep talking about at
this university, as well as learning by doing that cannot be moved offsite. So, we continued doing
everything that we were supposed to even after the incursion of this last Monday night. On Wednesday,
myself and ten -- approximately 10 to 15 engineering, first-year engineering students were accosted by
two sheriffs and including the K9 officer and two Fortuna police. That's when | felt unsafe.

Kelly Fortner made the following comments:
My name is Kelly Fortner. | am a staff at Cal Poly Humboldt and I'm an alum of Humboldt State University.
I'm a settler on the lands of the Wiyot Peoples who have stewarded these lands since time in memorial
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and whose land Cal Poly Humboldt occupies. The lands occupied by our university are the same lands
where students, staff, faculty, and local community members are currently not allowed to step foot on at
risk of arrest by the large police presence currently on our campus who have caused repeated harm to
many of our students, staff, and faculty since April 22, 2024. Right now, the state of Israel is actively
invading the City of Rafah in Southern Gaza. Children are dying. A genocide is happening in front of our
eyes, and our students used, and are still using their voices to speak out and say that we as a university
community cannot stand for this. We must say something. We must act. While I'm not surprised by the
decision of our university leadership to send police in riot gear to campus in an attempt to quiet the
voices of students who organized a peaceful sit in, and open occupation across multiple faiths and
identities on Monday, April 22, | am deeply disappointed and heartbroken by the actions of our
university leadership. The decision to send in riot squads on both Monday, April 22, and Monday, April
29, 2024 was a statement of violence toward our students. There have been multiple -- there have been
multiple occasions of students occupying buildings on our campus over the years, and not once have our
students been met with police force or faced criminal charges. Our students are not criminals.

They are part of a collective force speaking out for justice in a vision of a future that is not built on
imperialism, land theft, genocide, and oppression. They call for collective liberation and in response it is
our duty to stand in solidarity with students and call for a collective liberation as well. The leadership on
our campus made many mistakes, | believe, over the course of the past two plus weeks and | believe it is
their responsibility to speak to these mistakes and take time to listen. Listen to students, listen to staff,
listen to faculty, listen to the community. We must move forward towards a model of shared governance
that genuinely takes the perspectives of our campus community, tribal nations, and the whole
community that this university is a part of into account. How can the university leadership begin this
work?

First, all sanctions against our students must be dropped immediately. Second, the campus must be
reopened immediately and the police presence must be told to leave. Third, we need transparency,
accountability, and open communication for leadership from this moment forward. And fourth, the
leadership at this university must set an example and call for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in
Gaza.

Meredith Oram made the following comments:
My name is Meredith Oram. I'm an academic advisor on campus. Previously, | was in ODELI. | am a single
parent in this community, in August it will happen ten years that I've lived here. I'm a settler in this place
that is Wiyot land. Something that I've learned about living in this community is that it is impossible to
function in this place if you do not build relationships across difference and across different ideologies,
across different ways of being. When | say that it doesn't mean that I'm compromising where | stand, it's
just that if | want to have a rich life for myself and for my child, | have to be able to see the nuance. I'm
also a part-time student at the E&C community, | need to say that. When | say that, | am thinking about
folks all the way to the left and also to the other side where it's impossible to be in relationships and
have a full life here if you can't see the layers. It is deeply concerning to me when | hear President
Jackson say that the students who are protesting are criminals. It is deeply concerning to me that the
only way that students could access that communication is if they paid through the Firewall to get access
to those interviews. | am concerned about the ripple impacts of the community and | have concern
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about how the administrators have or clearly have not seemed to have built community in this place.
These are my questions. Is it really true that an airplane helicopter was diverted from a search off the
Klamath River looking for a lost child from Fortuna? Like, how does someone speak to that person's
family? | don't think that child has been found. Is that true?

| learned today, and | don't know if this is true, is it true that the Arcata Police Department was not
involved in the police law enforcement actions on campus? If that is true, that is important for us to
know as a community. Is that true? Is it really true that students in the dorms, according to a parent,
there were days when facilities folks weren't working and perhaps now this has been restored where the
students were out of toilet paper, and the toilets were clogging, and the students were out of soap, and
Oh Snap requested that they could bring bags of food to students who are food insecure to get access to
food. Is that true? Is it true that people are asking for healing and resolve when the university is still a
police state or if | tried to go to my office that I'm going to be arrested? My therapist said to me today,
"Isn't it curious that there are people in tents, sitting on campuses unarmed in the United States, what
we call the United States, and these huge law enforcement attacks on people, and we look at what's
happening in Gaza and there are people unarmed being attacked." My only other question is that isn't
higher ed a place where we come and know that young people are going to push? They're going to push
against the systems that we know aren't working and we're going to work with them because if we
resisted and didn't work that push, wouldn't we be in elementary schools and being administrators?
There is so little that | don't understand what it is that they are learning and what's really going on.

Gabi Kirk made the following comments:
| feel like I'm living in a nightmare. The message went out to all of campus today contains lies, lies that
are incredibly easy to debunk, for instance, by the time faculty who stood there on Monday night asking
for the police to leave. No one promised the protestors to leave, but he said the only way to deescalate
the situation potentially is for police to leave and stop beating our students. To be continually lied to my
face, again and again and again in writing. And | came here during a campus visit a year ago and | gave
my job talk about Palestinian farmers in the West Bank and their resistance to settler communalism
through agriculture over 150 years. | was hired explicitly in the geography department as a Jewish
scholar of Palestine studies and here | am teaching, emergence of the modern Middle East in the fall,
and how am | supposed to teach that class in the fall? How am | supposed to look my students in the eye
and say we're going to learn about Palestine, while they know they could literally be arrested and
criminalized by the university for the things that they're learning? The amazing double speak of again
and again and again being told to our faces that the things we witness happening did not happen is the
same thing that like all of us are witnessing as we see what is happening is a genocide committed against
Palestinians in Gaza. The Palestinians have been part of ongoing ethnic cleansing going back decades
isn't happening. And so the university has sent out messages saying, for instance, we consulted with
Jewish community leaders, and then for the Jewish community leaders just saying you didn't speak with
us, in writing in the Lost Coast Outpost. And for me to have been speaking with Jewish faculty and
students all week who have been supportive of the protests, and instead for me personally, and for them
to have been harassed and attacked by other faculty, and students, and questioning our own Jewish
identity and yet the university said nothing to support us in that. |1 don't understand what we're doing,
I'm just going to be honest, like this whole thing, | don't understand what is going on. | don't understand
how | can show up to work in the fall and not think that my classes might just be set online on day two of
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the semester if someone speaks something out of line. How does this continue? How does this
continue? What are you doing to promise us that if someone speaks up in the cause of justice and
against genocide that they will not be suspended like some of these students were?

| am not a therapist. I'm really clear about that, | don't have any training, the amount of extra work that
faculty and staff, and as well as our counselors—like huge outs to the therapists, because they're working
over time—and then all the other people who aren't trained therapists who are working overtime, the
amount of calls | have fielded from students this week that are suspended, that were mid homeless
because they lived in campus housing and the first notice says you're banned from campus, six days later
they said, "Oh, you can live in the dorms." That's six days of homelessness that the university made for
their students. Most of them are not comfortable with just moving back into the dorms when the
university said you could be expelled or arrested if you step back on campus, even if the new letter says
you're allowed to be in the dorms. No apology has been made for that. No apology at all. | would ask not
the people sitting here necessarily, but everyone in the room to note that clearly our Student Judicial
Fairness system is broken. Clearly, we need cops off our campus permanently. Clearly, we need an entire
overhaul of that system because it's completely broken.

Dan Barton made the following comments:
I'm Dan Barton. I'm the Chair of the Wildlife Department. Mark, I'd like to thank you for being here. |
have relatively little to say that | haven't already said in other venues, | agree with everything that's been
said before me and much more eloquently than I'm capable of speaking, but the one thing that | would
like to raise is the continuing restrictions on speech of our students and the inconsistency of those
restrictions with CSU stated policy are, I'm not a legal scholar, but they appear unconstitutional at least
according to our legal experts as the ACLU, and that deeply concerns me. There's additional restrictions
that the RC appears to be attempting to place on students' speech around the graduation
commencements. | understand that these concerns may be disrupted by protest, but universities are
places of protest. I'm a scientist. Not a social scientist. | would rather be looking at birds right now with
my student. That's what | should be doing. But in times like this, when international events demand our
attention and receive the attention of our students, our students bravely stand up for those things we
care about, the rest of us have a responsibility to listen and to maintain a safe space for them to protest.
We have failed them. We have created a hostile place. And that is also deeply offensive to me. | have
been threatened with arrest twice for going on or near campus, my colleagues have been threatened
with arrest, and some of us are on the access list. | mean this is Dystopian shit where we're following the
rules. You go to campus and it's like, "No, you can't be here. You have to leave." These are fuck-ups.
They're continuing fuck ups that go to the original fuck-up of going in with riot squad but we have to stop
screwing things up and we have to restore public access to what is ultimately the most important public
space, | think of the public university. And | wouldn't work here if | didn't believe in the mission of a
public university, and right now we are not executing that mission.

Sangeeta Sarkar made the following comments:
My name is Sangeeta Sarkar and I'm a graduate student in the environment and community program
here at Cal Poly Humboldt. | come from a long line of genocide survivors in West Bengal and | myself
faced physical violence and injury at the hands of police on April 22. | stand in front of you all in strong
opposition to Cal Poly Humboldt's financial complicity in the ongoing genocide in Gaza. Earlier, a
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member of the senate said that we should work towards a fall semester in which protests like this do not
happen again. In order to do that, the university should meet the students and communities demands of
divesting from the ongoing genocide. In light of Rafah being carpet bombed as we speak, | will now
commence a chain reading with my colleagues of the proposed sense of the senate resolution calling for
CSU-wide divestment from Israel, whereas an email from Cal Poly administration sent on April 26, 2024
states that the university is quote "Supportive of a peaceful and just world which affords the opportunity
for all human beings to flourish and achieve their potential and the Israeli occupation of Gaza has taken
more than 30,000 lives since October 7 and deprived millions more of their access to a peaceful and just
world, whereas Cal Poly Humboldt's 2021 to 2026 strategic plan says that our university is quote, "The
premiere center for the conservation of ecological systems and natural resources," and Israel's attacks on
Gaza have caused what some scholars call an "ecocide" as bombings cause severe air and water
pollution and satellite data shows that almost half of Gaza's trees have been destroyed, whereas Cal Poly
Humboldt's Climate Action Plan establishes the university's commitment to quote "Honoring the land
and its inhabitants by taking a stand against the genocide of the Wiyot peoples." Necessarily implying
that the university also opposes current ongoing genocides including the genocide and ethnic cleansing
committed by Israel against Palestinians and Palestine and whereas Cal Poly Humboldt's principles of
community for inclusive excellence for diversity, equity, and inclusion state that when harm is caused, we
see repair as an occasion to deepen our understanding of each other and grow stronger individually as
an institution and as a community and the university's administration has a responsibility to repair the
immense harm that it causes to students, faculty, and staff over the past weeks, and the harm that it
continues to cause in its culpability with an ongoing genocide by honoring and responding to protestor's
demands for divestment. And for as the right to education is firmly codified within the United States
declaration of human rights and Israel in its most recent campaign initiated on October 7, 2023, against
Palestinians has destroyed all universities in Gaza and that no Gaza student has been able to attend
school since November 6, 2023 when the Ministry of Education suspended the 2023/2024 school year
due to the war that has seen indiscriminate target of residential areas including offices and schools.
Whereas, the California State University system invests over $1 billion in corporations profiting from the
siege of Gaza, as companies like Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and Northrop Grumman are included within
its investments and resolved that Cal Poly Humboldt disclose and divest its own holdings.

Karley Rojas made the following comments:
| will introduce myself formally after finishing the chain read of this resolution. Resolved that Cal
Poly Humboldt disclose and divest its own holdings and collaborations with Israel, sent in a university
wide email responding to the demands of the pro-Palestinian student activists. The administration has
refused to conduct investigations into the actual material value of their investments and funds
supporting Israel that estimates quote "The potential indirect investment in the areas that are asked
about at less than 1% of the investment portfolio of more than $51 million which would put its current
value at $510,000, resolves that Cal Poly Humboldt demands that the California State University system
disclose all financial ties to Israel, resolves that Cal Poly Humboldt demands that the university state --
California State University system divest from all holdings and collaborations with Israel, including but
not limited to the Vanguard VMPX, VSMPX, and VDIPIX mutual funds and the Pacific PLFRX, Payden
(PYEIX), and T. Rowe (TREBX) funds resolved if the California State University System does not divest from
the identified mutual funds within one month from the date of this resolution's adoption, Cal Poly
Humboldt will remove itself from the CSU consolidated investment portfolio. Following this, there are a
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number of individuals and entities to which this resolution would be delivered. We asked specifically
during this special meeting of this university senate that this resolution be considered for adoption. | will
introduce myself.

My name is Karley Rojas. | am a decedent [inaudible] person. | am an Environment & Community
graduate student and the Research Associate for the Food Sovereignty Lab and Traditional Ecological
Institute within the Native American Studies Department. I've also served as a staff member on this
campus and have my BS from this university as well. What good is your land acknowledgement? Cal Poly
Humboldt's land acknowledgment, Poly tech perspective and strategic plan all claim to partner with
indigenous communities to address the legacy of colonialism, as you acknowledge at the beginning of
your study convening, you are committed to addressing and ending the interlocking systems of
oppression. | would like to bring up a lecture, "What Good is a Land Acknowledgement" by Dr. Cutcha
Risling-Baldy, which underscores that a land acknowledgement is meaningless without action. Israel is a
self-proclaimed settler colonial state currently carrying out the very same project of genocide upon an
indigenous population, Palestinians, as is part of the city of Arcata’s history. Cal Poly Humboldt directly
benefits and continues to materially profit from the genocide and displacement of Wiyot peoples
existing on stolen land while digging its heels in against land return and material reparations to the
Wiyot Tribal peoples. Context of settler colonialism and genocide do not happen in a silo and they're not
disconnected. The United States, including Cal Poly Humboldt are directly complicit in funding the
genocide, the apartheid, the holocaust of Palestinians and the Israeli settler colonial state and their war
crimes including collective punishment. Current martyrs include at least 30,000 Palestinians. Since the
most recent iteration of a genocidal campaign that began on October 7, more than 1.7 million of Gaza's
2.3 million residents are now displaced. The actions of the Pro-Palestinian student protestors which
enacted at a sit in at Siemens Hall on April 22, where a bear minimum that students could do for
escalating for Palestine. The students asked for a ceasefire resolution, disclosure, and divestment from
the Zionist nation state as consistent with the CSU handbook of free speech issues, the CSU system
prohibits discipline against students for engaging in the occupation of an area on campus including sit
ins. This was all within students' rights.

Chelsea Rios Gomez made the following comments:
My name is Chelsea. Some of you may or may not know me. I'm a graduate student with the
Environment & Community program and | graduated last May with my BA in Psychology here at
Humboldt State. I'm here to talk about the violence by administrations of students via police or the
occupation of Intifada Hall. And I've also faced violence at the hands of police on April 22, on campus. As
the budget year, 2023/2024, the UPD budget has a total of 3.2 million towards its operating fund, $3.2
million of our tuition money goes into the UPD. EOP Trio, all the cultural centers in title nine combined,
gets less funding than the university police gets. Not that title nine does much, as we saw last year
statewide, but to see where that administration priorities are, not to mention the sweeping of ethnic
studies funding prior to the divesting from UPD. Throughout these past three weeks, the university has
been sending email after email saying that their actions in calling the police have been for the protection
of students. But is admin putting their money where their mouth is? No. If admin truly cared for
students, especially those at the margins, they would be funding and uplifting the senators that do way
more for students than police ever would.
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Additionally, if they cared, they would have not called the police in the first place and endangered the
lives of Black, Brown, and Indigenous students of color. Not just those on the front lines but those who
live on campus. The action of admin has caused increased policing and not only on campus but the
neighboring communities surrounding Cal Poly Humboldt. My friends and | were driving home one night
after stopping at Safeway to get items for a late dinner, and leaving the parking lot a police officer
stopped us for no reason. Imagine a car full of Brown and Indigenous students getting pulled over for
existing. After taking my friend out who was driving out of the car, making them do unnecessary and
arbitrary actions, finally letting us go because they had no reason to hold us, after seeing the violent acts
of police through the occupation, how are we supposed to feel safe or protected? We all know a police
stop isn't just a police stop but a means of holding power over individuals to remind them that they are
lesser. Admin can speak all they want, they can use all these fancy words as if they're doing us a favor,
they do everything but listen to what students actually have to say. Administration was not protecting us
that night when they called the riot police, they were protecting property. Lastly,| keep hearing “healing”
or “restorative justice”. We can't focus on healing. It's about our past. Just because campus is closed
doesn't mean it has passed. People are still being murdered every single day and it's not over until all
people are liberated, all land is back in Indigenous people's hands. Until then don't even talk about
restorative justice.

Almadin Harootunian made the following comments:
My name is Almadin. I'm a Cal Poly Humboldt Student. I'm studying to be an elementary education
teacher and | was one of the students who was arrested early Tuesday morning. | have been putting
money, time, and effort into this education in a university that does not care about my safety or this
ongoing genocide. I'm concerned that these charges that | am facing will affect my dream of being a
teacher, a dream I've had since | was five. | spent the last seven months watching children in Gaza have
their neighborhoods destroyed, their families ripped from them, and their lives taken by the hands of the
IDF. Children that we have seen brutalized are the same children that | care deep for my job. How do |
not imagine my students feeling their pain? These children who we watch take their last breaths may be
the same age as your children. How can you, people on this panel -- VP Holiday, Dean Mitchell, and ADP
White, not imagine the children in your life experiencing that pain. | speak out because | can't watch
Palestinians murdered without doing something about it because | refuse to be complicit in this, because
members of my family were killed in the Armenian genocide and | owe it to them. Facing criminal
charges and unknown academic repercussions, this is not a democracy that we are living in, this is not a
just world. The ACLU wrote a letter to Tom Jackson defending our right to protest saying quote,
"Students, faculty, and members of the public are non-evil to be guarded against or silenced. Keeping
them away from campus while the academic year is still underway is disruptive and punitive against the
entire school and community. Excluding these individuals from campus also contravenes the University
stated commitment to quote, "Affording all members of the university community, the protections of
freedom of speech, expression, assembly, religion, and press available out of the U.S. and California
constitution. | ask that you on the panel today and Holiday, Mitchell and White are not on the wrong side
of history in this. | ask that you open your eyes to the injustices that are happening in Gaza and realize
the fight against student voices is not a fight worth committing yourselves to. | ask that you will drop all
charges against students, faculty, and community members for exercising our right to protest genocide
on a public college campus.
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Tani Sebro made the following comments:
My name is Tani Sebro, I'm an Associate Professor of politics. I've never felt so simultaneously proud and
ashamed of being a part of an academic institution. I'm proud of the faculty, staff, and most importantly
students of this campus for responding to university mandated closures, disruptions to learning, and
sanctions in current opposition with compassion, care, dialogue, and collaboration. I'm profoundly
ashamed, however, by the manner in which the administration has responded to the protest with
absence, negligence,and punitive disciplinary actions taken against members of our community. Dozens
of letters signed by hundreds of members, and in some cases thousands of members of our faculty, of
our students, and our community, and even in some cases by our local leaders and tribal leaders point to
overwhelming consensus that the administration's response to the events following April 22 protest
constitutes a gross sterilization of duties which resulted in inequitable harm to our institution's
reputation and ability to function. Therefore, | second the call for an independent investigation into the
administration's emergency operations actions and decision making process leading up to, during, and
after the protests. As someone who was asked by my own dean to help mediate with the students, | saw
first hand how our provost and our dean were highstrung by upper leadership that was absent, hostile,
and negligent. Our president preferred to engage with law enforcement instead of those people on the
ground. Putting us and our students in danger. Meanwhile we faculty spoke with students who brought
their knitting supplies, and board games in preparation for a peaceful sit in. Some of the students that |
spoke to said, "You showed me a bag of knitting supplies, | thought | was just going to have a peaceful sit
here and have a peaceful sit in, and instead | was met with riot gear and batons." The senate must urge
the CSU chancellor's office to take immediate and decisive action to launch an independent investigation
of Tom Jackson and the CPHE or CTA. Further, an immediate update needs to be had of the emergency
operations plan and guidelines that has not been updated since 2018, which is before the pandemic. It is
outdated and apparently the ways in which our emergency operations are outlined in there give way too
much power to our president and way too much power to the EOC to act with impunity and act without
broad consultation and transparency that faculty and students accept. Only after the findings of such an
investigation is made public, an appropriate disciplinary action be made and taken regarding the conduct
of these administrative employees can the process of healing and reconciliation within our campus
community begin.

The Ombudpeople paused the open forum to get answers to specific questions.

On April 22, was a helicopter diverted from a Search & Rescue?

Vice President Gordon reported that the University didn’t request this, but she will check if it happened.

Were the Arcata Police Department involved in the police action on campus?

Vice President Gordon said she will check into what happened.

Were Facilities staff attending to the needs for things like toilet paper and supplies in the residence halls during
the first few days during which campus was shut down?
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Vice President Holiday reported that she was told by Housing that we had custodial and maintenance. If that
happened it was a one off thing that did not last.

Were Oh Snap delivery bags denied to students in the dorms?

Vice President Holiday reported that arrangements were made to make sure that there was an off campus
distribution point, but will check specifically about this.

The Ombudspeople returned to the open forum.

Maral Attallah made the following comments:
Everyone has said what | felt. | want to thank my colleagues for coming up here. It really breaks my heart
to hear people come up here and hear a quivery in their voice. There is no doubt there is a sense of
dread every time it comes to a moment like this to speak in front of a body that has so much power. And,
yet, sometimes it feels like they don't yield that power using the voices of the students, the faculty, the
staff, the community. Humboldt. Whether that be called Cal Poly Humboldt, or Humboldt State, or
Humboldt, it's a public university. I've had a lot of people ask me on my thoughts. | will say that there
are plenty of departments on this campus -- CRGS, NAS, philosophy, political science, history -- where
our students were able to engage in this type of dialogue, and classroom setting. We shot down a
university and assume that you can just transition into an online student format that is acceptable is so
utterly unacceptable. | am shocked more people have not come out and then protested again by taking
over Siemens Hall. Let's remember what Siemens Hall was all about. It is the administration building. |
am led to believe that many of the people who were shocked that Siemens Hall was the building that
was occupied probably didn't take a social science course and probably has no clue other than maybe
Kent State but they don't know about South Carolina, they don't know about Jackson State. In fact, our
wonderful Kumi Watanabe-Schock has been so great about posting videos on Panopto that you can
watch Berkely in the 60s and you too can learn about what it means to take over an administrative
building and literally shut the university down.

When | go on Zoom and | talk to administrators and folks, | mean no disrespect, but there's so many vice
presidents | don't know what the official title of. | will identify them as Professor White, When | am
reading off a heartfelt email from a student who is dealing with so much trauma for living in the dorms
right next to a police state and come to class and the administrator is rolling their eyes, looking off the
screen, looking at their phone, doing everything to not make eye contact. It is infuriating for me because
I'm the voice of that student in that moment. It's really important that this senate look into that linkedin
profile that was put forward. | would like to know who is on the EOC. | would like to know what the “Jug
O’ Justice” challenge coins are, what is this vile song that they talk about? After students were
bludgeoned and bloodied because if someone is mocking that and you all are in the room, then you
better say something. Molly Kresl should not have been the one to resign. Every single person that signs
their name under the president’s email list should resign. You are not fit for the position.

Jade Khalid made the following comments:
My name is Jade Khalid. | am a Critical Race, Gender, and Sexuality Studies student. | will use my time by
giving space to the amount of grief many of us are holding, a new layer on top of the grief of watching
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the genocide of Palestinian people, the destroying of artifacts, knowledge, brand, and more of the
human kin. Agree that many of us have known for centuries. After this past week, | am reminded that
the institution of western academia, which claims promises of liberation and equity, will lay down their
masks the second that poverty is placed in question.

How ironic and how familiar to value property over lives as Assata would say and then to do it on stolen
land. What good is your land and labor acknowledgment when you're so willing to sit in hundreds of
state sanctioned terrorists whose presence threatens the very model of marginalized people. What good
is your touting of place based knowledge when an instance you will tell us to follow in line, that there's a
time in place for us to exercise our rights. Wait, you say. We're used to being told to wait. What good is
our entire racists action plan when Black and Brown people are currently suffering physically and
psychologically for violence wielded by people looking out of windows of the ivory tower. This is a long
story of descent and protest on our campus and it is just as alive and thriving as it was when thousands
of students were on the quad after students were killed by the National Guard for protesting the
Vietnam War. When the students did a sit-in at the Native American forum and when students fought for
the BSU, ITEP and all the cultural centers. The very reason we allowed [inaudible] is accredited to the
students of color from third world liberation in front of who fought for it. They did not ask for
permission.

[inaudible] deep within our bodies of this violence and acted upon us is awakened as we're seeing
students of color threatened and beaten by these same cops on campuses across the country. It Is
important to name that we are able to meet on our campus because it has become a militarized zone, a
police terror zone, one that you created.

We talk about programs of initiative, and then talk equality and equality and justice. | believe it is our
duty to name this grief. We must dismantle respectability politics and professionalism that forces us to
make our anger and pain palatable.

And as students we believe in the position at all, as people who truly believe in a liberation of all,
needless as we've always done honor this grief and the emotional labor and pairing it in tension with
hope everyday. Cal Poly Humboldt continues to profit off the posturing of progressive values while
continually putting system impacted students in danger. Once again, you have the opportunity to stand
while your own words, which up until now have been empty. | encourage you, the Senate, to adopt the
divestment resolution put forward by my fellow students and repair the horror that has been caused by
cosigning the violence you put against us. Adopting this resolution in the fall is unacceptable as 40,000
Palestinians have been killed by the Zionists entity that Cal Poly Humboldt continues to support. What
will you do now?

Loren Cannon made the following comments:
My name is Loren Cannon and I'm going to be reading in three different parts of me. The first part of me
that wants to speak is out of a person. I'm a normal philosopher. | write about world philosophy. | have
spent most of my career thinking about [inaudible] based harm and when humans do really horrible
things to each other. My dissertation was on group based harm with regards to the Holocaust in Nazi
Germany. In terms of using an “I Statement”, | am horrified. | have been horrified by what's happening in
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Gaza and what's happening in Rafah right now. This is horrible and | can not at all with my super
privileged experience like even understand what that means. Not just universities being bombed, but
losing your whole family. For months. This is morally abhorrent and atrocious. It needs to be noticed.
Secondly, after being horrified, I'm grateful to our students who gave us a minute to stop and think about
it. We got to go to school today. No, we have to stop and think about what's happening to human beings
that are just as vulnerable as us, who hurt as just as much emotionally and psychological and spiritual.
I'm grateful to our students. Today, we have some days where you got to think about Gaza. We got to
think about what's happening and our responsibility for it. And then lastly, |, as a human being and as a
person, because what's happened, instead of having whole teaching for a week about this, now we're all
distracted because of the events that were identified as | guess justified by the administration. So, like
we could be talking about what it means to be in Rafah.

Secondly, I'm going to speak as a CFA representative out of CFA for many years as many of you know, and
I'm the deputy rights chair right now. | want to say to you all, we saw this coming. This is not the first
senate meeting like this where people are asking where's the president. It's not the first senate meeting
where the AVP people stoically sit there and listen to person, after person, after person talk about our
harm. We ask where's the president, this has happened for four years. This is about relationships. It's
about relationships we have with our students, our staff with our students and the relationship that
working people have with our university. We are filing an unfair labor practice and they say like, the law.
The law is the last resort. If you can't get things worked out before going to the law, then you failed at
those relationships.It the relationships that fail. How many many times have | told administration you
don't have unilateral power to just keep changing working conditions. You can't do that. You have to talk
to the union first. You have to talk with my union fellow siblings. That is the law. | am so tired of trying to
get a place at the table and so the laws are the only thing that we do. So, file another charge. What is
happening is not a recognition of the relationships we have, it's isolation. The people that are soon
protesting, they were isolated more and more and more each day. | was so happy on Friday, That | am
going to get out of this okay. Everything was going to be all right. But then on Saturday, boom, a hard
closure. As faculty members we can't really talk to our students anymore because we might lose our
jobs. Right? Same with staff. Isolating, isolating, isolating. The people in the residence halls, the people
who don't want to be on Zoom, that's the opposite of relationship building. Isolation is the opposite of
relationships building.

I'm going to speak as a lecturer, a faculty member like so many people here. I've been around here for 17
years, trying to get enrollment up and doing the mean counters of the students coming in, coming in,
coming in. And faculty members now call them do more of your job. Administration just keep shooting
yourself into the foot. And this is going to impact a moment and guess what? Lecturers are going to lose
their jobs and healthcare yet again, yet again, while we make a fifth of what the administration makes.
[inaudible] Overtop they have a heap to learn from and so this happens. That's how responsibility here
happens.

Lastly, this is my fourth persona today. | do write about responsibility. | think responsibility is broken on
campus and we really need to fix it. I'm asking you all who are not President Jackson, yes and he hasn't
met with CFA for four years, he refused to meet with us, he refuses to meet with other labor unions, he
refuses to meet with students. He ain't here. But yall are. I'm asking you to go to your boss, | don't know
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what kind of like boss he is. Is he hierarchical? Is he dictatorial? Is he locked in some room somewhere
and doesn't have contact? Where is -- | don't know. But I'm asking you to ask him to respond to what's
happening here. He has to listen to this. He needs to listen all the things we're talking about. | want to
hear about what he has to say. And I'd like it in written form so we can hear his response. He doesn't just
get to keep hiding.

Alexander Carter made the following comments:
Hello, my name is Alexander Carter. I'm a settler of Wiyot land. | came here ten years ago for school and |
fell in love with the community. This is my home and my community and | spent the week weeping. I'm
an alumni and | miss the beauty on campus, dancing, laughing, crying, praying, holding one another's
pain as we held the pain in Gaza. | am here to speak on behalf of two students. One a suspended
student, one not. | will read the first student's quote, | will share my own stories from being on campus
through closure and then | will read the second student's statement.

"I am repulsed by the way the upper administration has handled and continues to handle the response
to our protest two weeks ago. They just released an email today full of false information that those
actually present on campus for the entire occupation known isn't true. Students refusing to leave the
building when asked in the early hours of the protest was the entire point of this sit in. Barricades were
not planned and repeatedly explained by many, many protestors. | failed to protect protestors from
police. Police were beating students who were trying to push them back and framing self-defense and
use of a plastic water jug as assault on officers is ridiculous.

The university never admits to this statement nor has ever admitted in any of their previous statements
where the police officers were the first to assault students. Allowing police officers to assault students
because they chose to protest in an inconvenient manner is disgusting at its best and fascism at its worst.
| just feel like all the time all | want is for everyone attending this meeting to walk away with two things --
administration has made it clear they have no obligation to protect students or their rights and they have
no desire to admit their wrongs. Just as it was ruled in the District of Columbia, 1981, the police are not
required to serve and protect. Apparently, administration has decided that they are also not under any
obligation to serve and protect those paying thousands of dollars to build their golf courses and ride
their yachts. | would like to negotiate with the administration and try to have meaningful Conversations
within this school. The ivory tower of academia has proven itself once again to uphold White supremacy,
fascism, and colonialism. We're not to expect change in our system and our country but to oppress. And
this is why we will continue to need to advocate, to disrupt, fascism, colonialism and refuse to give up."

Thank you for listening to the first statement of the student.

Andrea Delgado made the following comments:
I'm Andrea Delgado, a CFA council of racial and social representative. The first idea is to vacate
suspensions and other disciplinary actions taken against students. Admin has admitted that there were
mistakes in this committee and suspension letters. The student's office has not shown up to meetings
suspended students have been scheduled. That is embarrassing and shows that there is no set protocol.
It resolved on the fly. And for our students. Secondly, we need accountability, especially with President
Jackson and his chief of staff. That said, | think it also of utmost importance that White administration
members take accountability for their part in the militarization of campus. Preferably, students of color
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are often accused of weaponizing their students. White administration and campus leaders take
accountability for the weaponization of their white peers.

The admin pay outweighed that of individual staff and faculty are having a difficult time of processing
these challenging times. What about our students? Who pay to attend school and instead have been

afraid to leave their dorm to eat. Or have been banned from accessing campus, a police state, Where
public institution requires documentation for supervised movement. Cops off campus.

The militarized campus with threats of arrest with any student, faculty, or staff have put with
excruciating at odds, excruciatingly at odds where institutional outcomes Could be a place of colonial
knowledge and a place where BIPOC students thrive. There are no universities left in Gaza. This
criminalization of all students will continue to our graduation the zen of the student's college career,
where students will be subjected to a visual search of any illegal or prohibited items. Explicit question
was prohibited. Are they allowed to wear on their face the grief over Gaza, are they allowed to show
exhaustion at this finishing semester of this constant gas lighting from administration. Are they allowed
to wear the pride and know who took a stand for Palestine in Siemen's Hall. Faculty and university
students are here for the community long-term, many students make a home in Humboldt beyond their
college career. Admin come and go. And its time to go.

Olivia Chase made the following comments:
My name is Olivia Chase. | want to say that | fully stand with everything everyone said today. Earlier in
the meeting, we were talking about the budget by the URPC and the recommendation they were
making. They mentioned that they were talking about gaining new enrollment and when they're
deciding on how they're doing their budget. My question is about student retention versus new
enrollment. I'm a member of the Hupa Valley tribe which is a local tribe who has also faced genocide in
this ongoing project of the United States. | feel there's a lot of frustration that | see in the faces of these
people up here, | don't believe that there's nothing that we can do up here, but | believe that there
should be something done for the people who have faced genocide here and what we can do here.

| want to propose this as a way of investing in our cultural centers. | am a member of ITEPP which is the
Native American Cultural Center. I've seen budget cuts coming through our cultural centers, including
UMOIJA, El Centro. It's hard for Native American People to enroll in school, but we also face low retention
rates. These cultural centers are a vital way not only to stay retained through school and come back to
our communities and uplift our communities, but also to attract new students to get new enrollment
from these demographics that our communities need us to come back with this education. The
investment in our local communities here who have faced other colonialism and genocide, which my
people have faced here, and there's a responsibility to the people up here to the people who face the
same struggle that people in Gaza are facing right now, that this is something you can do. | want to see
investment in our people, if this University is going to use a high and low enrollment of Native American
students for TEK as a pride component, it needs to be reinvested back.

Maya Montes de Oca made the following comments:
My name is Maya Montes de Oca. I’'m a student here, | used to work at the ODEI and | also worked at the
Women'’s Resource Center. | would not be doing my job if | was not here today. On Tuesday, April 23,
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Mark Johnson spoke at length of our injury done to law enforcement before briefly addressing
experience -- injuries experienced by students. When asked if this was Mark Johnson, the office of the
president, making a position, placing law enforcement over students, | did not receive a response. | still
have not received a response. The language used by the office of the president has been unnecessarily
hostile regarding students and | view this language as inciting violence against the campus community.
[inaudible] Until Mark Johnson accountability at the forefront of our minds and our actions, he says he
has no answer for the personal accountability he will be taking regarding the treatment of students, the
hard closure of campus and the introduction of state violence to our students. The email sent out by the
campus earlier, as well as the emails that have been sent out over the last two weeks have been rife with
violent and derogatory language regarding our students. [Inaudible] here people are concerned
regarding the people being discussed. It is ironic that we are said to model respect, that we are not able
to use violent language. What is determined as violent language because we have been spoken to
violently for weeks. [inaudible] As a student, I'm so grateful for the support shown by faculty and I am
disappointed and disgusted by the actions taken by the CSU chancellor's office and the office of the
university president. Student organizers and faculty have been targeted for speaking out. Myself and
many others demand the disciplinary actions are dismissed. | demand that accountability be taken by the
University for the trauma caused to our campus and our community. | demand the university remove the
police from our campus. [inaudible] | demand that the school divest from all ties to Israel and | demand
the resignation of Tom Jackson. [inaudible] Keep this in mind. He has not spoken to students in years.
Tom Jackson does not serve the campus because he does not care about the campus. He does not know
the campus and he does not know the people that he serves. We demand an action to be taken and we
demand that we keep Palestine at the forefront of our minds. If we are silent in situations of genocide,
we are complicit. [inaudible] | refuse to be complicit in genocide and violence. | don't want my money,
my school tuition that | am paying to go to this. | don't want it to go to the salary of a man who does not
care about his students and is buddy-buddy with the law enforcement that's beating them, and using
tear gas and plastic bullets against them. This is unacceptable. Free Palestine. Keep Gaza and Rafah on
your minds and my colleagues are not criminals. [inaudible].

An unidentified student speaker made the following comments:
Apologies if | go a little over my three minutes to the room. But as | was jailed by the university for 13
hours, | do think | deserve four minutes. Before | say my statement and recall all the things | would like to
say. | believe that Tom Jackson not coming because he is quote scared for his safety is very [inaudible]
considering that while | was peacefully protested, myself and other students, and was met with
hundreds of riot police. He is not concerned for his safety, he is scared by the truth that is being spoken
today by these people and | don't respect any sympathy from the administration as we have got none
over the past two weeks. But | would like everybody who is sitting at the table right now to take a second
and to look me in the eyes as a human being. My friends, my loved ones, some of the most gentle, kind,
intelligent students at your university are beaten by police. And what do they do? Absolutely nothing but
respond with more police violence. They cried on my shoulder, they slept in my home, we fed them, me
and my friends who came together, faculty stood by them, administration did nothing but demonize us.

[inaudible] Now, | would like to read something that | have written. | believe it is important that we
center the entire history of the Israeli Occupation of Palestinian land when discussing calls for cease fire
and divestment. Displacement, disenfranchisement, and genocide of the Palestinian people did not
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begin on October 7, 2023 but the 76 years earlier in 1947 [inaudible] the catastrophe displaced over
700,000 Palestinians, killed tens of thousands and began a decades long assault on Palestinian lives and
sovereignty. The violence carried out by the state of Israel and [inaudible], as if any loss of human life,
freedom or joy will | find any argument that perpetuates a quote "Both sides are equally at fault"
narrative to be widely misinformed. Considering not only the history of Israel's violent occupation of
Palestine but a reality under which occupied Palestine exist today makes this situation clear --
Palestinians exist under unethical restrictions and do no possess the same status, rights, and due process
afforded to Jewish Israeli citizens. Palestinians living in Gaza, the West Bank and Israel itself are denied
liberties that are understood to be fundamental by equitable societies based on their ethnicity. Those
[inaudible] territories are oppressing control in many ways including imprisonment within walls with
military personnel and artillery, being denied access to healthcare and education due to the repeated
bombing of civilian infrastructure by Israeli forces. Intentional deprivation of food and water, and theft of
their homes, businesses and belongings. These are perhaps only a portion of the sanctions imposed on
Palestinians living under occupation. Such brutal oppression has only been possible with the aid of
foreign military powers, specifically the United States to financial, logistical and tactical support from U.S.
government and corporations along with billions of dollars in weapon shipments has enabled decades
designed as occupation and genocide of Palestinians. As participants in what has now become a global
society, it is our responsibility to condemn egregious violations of international human rights and
demand that our public and private institutions and all support for the zionist government of Israel. As
educators and students with access to more information than people at any other time in history, we
must utilize our great privileges to demand a better role. We understand what's happening to the people
of Palesting, it's not an isolated event. The same systems of colonial power which perpetuate the
genocide of Palestinians are those who are weaponized against indigenous peoples of Sudan, Kago,
Turtle Island and the world. These systems are intertwined with one another and have been held over
hundreds of years to displace and kill those who oppose western colonial power. It is not shocking that
the Israeli defense regularly trains American police and intelligence forces. Institutions that are
disproportionately used to oppress domestic minority groups and Black and Indigenous people of color.
My education at Cal Poly Humboldt has stressed the importance of learning outside of the classroom,
translating our lessons into real world action, and that's what has been done this past two weeks. The
Cal Poly Humboldt administration used of violence, misrepresentation of student protest, and
unwillingness to patiently negotiate in a meaningful manner is disappointing but in no way surprising to
me. In his most recent statement, Cal Poly Humboldt President Tom Jackson expresses desire to heal our
community. An insincere claim from a man who could not be bothered to visit campus, claimed
protestors had no noble cause and utterly disregards the concerns of his faculty. The real healing has
been done since last monday. Has been the product of brave and compassionate students, faculty, and
community members coming together in this type of pain, not officials who weaponize state violence
against peaceful students at a moments notice. | implore that all members of our community, especially
our educators who serve as a powerful example for our young minds, sit with the intense feelings which
emerged from the turmoil of not only the past two weeks, but the past 76 years and all of history. With
those practices, radical empathy, radical patience, and radical action if we wish to actualize a better
world we fill our minds and our classrooms with. And this is for the room -- do not let the world convince
you that you are not powerful. This table of people, the few individuals sitting here, the administration
who ordered violence are so outnumbered by us and this is making me feel so much better.
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Lisa Tremain made the following comments:
My name is Lisa Tremain. | am the chair of the English department and | work and | live as a White settler
on Wiyot land. | have two things that | will add to the conversation because | cannot add to what we
have heard today in any way that would sound any more powerful. The first thing | want to add is the
media. The administration is also controlling the media narrative that is criminalizing our students and
blaming our students for what happened on campus. | want to note that what is so unfortunate about
that is that we are telling a story about our students that is completely opposite, as so many people have
said today, for what we ask them to do is to go out there and be involved and change the world. And |
want to say to students who are here and students that are listening, the reason why the campus is still
closed is because they are terrified of you.

The second thing | want to say Is that in 2021, during Covid and immediately following the Black Lives
Matter movement, | sat on this body, | sat on cement and we worked together to craft the anti-racism
statement that has developed but it was read today. We talked about the impact of Whiteness in this
space. We talked about Josiah Lawson. Sherrie, you talked about having fear in your home from police
presence as | recall,. that cannot be separated. It is no different from this moment and the police
presence on our campus. That cannot be separated and it is no different from what's happening in Gaza
right now.

These are all one in the same. Only until this body truly reckons with and are institution reckons how a
Whiteness is operating in these ways that continue to oppress voices and now have to resort or the
administration resorts to police violence in order to show its power. Do you know why that is? It is
because Whiteness is not working for us anymore. And | say this as a White person who has had to do
the work. So, this is the work and I'm closing with a question. The senate turn should be extended now
because this is the work. it's not when green days end. It's not when grades are due we go on summer.
This is the work right here. And we have all got to do it in order for us to be what we can be.

Mike Sargent made the following comments:
My name is Mike Sargent. I'm also a colonizer on Wiyot land. | was born on Wiyot land and | grew up on
Yahi ancestral land. | spent most of my life on Wiyot land. My back is not to the university senate. | want
to thank the senate for having this community. My back is to the administration and administration that
are here, my back is to them because they're constantly showing their back to us.

I've been on this campus long enough to have conversations with you all with how little administration is
part of the community but they're only here for like three or four years. And they're gone. They show us
their backs. They make horrible decisions. | was apart of KHSU and then they run. They take off. And
leave the community kind of reeling and having to come together. | want to thank all of you. You're the
reason I've been on campus for 25 years.

A lot of people come and go. There's some amazing people, but none of those are administrators. Over
the past two weeks | want to give a huge shoutout and thank you to the journalists for the Lumberjack,
El Lenador, and KRFH who kept me tied in to what was going on behind the scenes, behind the
roadblocks. Thank you so much for all the live streaming and also some of the community sites to, KMUD
did a great interview with Lizard Queen. And KRFH. Thank you so much for the journalists who stayed on
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campus, stayed up all night multiple nights while trying to wrap up the end of their school year as well.
Thank you all, thank you for being here.

Ryder Dschida made the following comments:
My name is Ryder Dschida. | am the history education program leader and | am a Humboldt local. I've
been living here since 1996. I'm a graduate of Humboldt State in 2011 and contingent faculty like Phil
Collins. | have several avenues I'd like to speak on today.

First personal, and then—[recording cuts out]—has poisoned and destroyed whatever good will has
existed or did exist between the University and our local community. | do want to echo Dr. Sebro’s point
that | too feel ashamed to be affiliated with Cal Poly Humboldt right now. It's a terrible feeling and | don't
like it very much. As a historian, my question for you is when have student protests ever -- and | repeat —
ever been on the wrong side of history?

Lunchroom sit-ins were illegal, anti-Vietnam occupiers in the late 1960s were technically illegal,
anti-apartheid occupiers were illegal, gay rights, gay liberation marches in the 1970s. Occupy Wall street,
BLM activists, mobilizing in 2011 to 2020. Also were attacked by the police. Here we are. It seems like in
a liberal institution and a far liberal society, we celebrate past protests that brought us to where we are
with the freedoms and liberties we enjoy except the current one. First | demand full amnesty for all
students and faculty from the peaceful protests from the 22nd to the 30th of April. | also demand that
the current academic senate extend its session for two weeks to read, consider, and vote on the
resolution proposed by my peers before.

As a historian, again this is my personal opinion, | can tell you similar things like this have happened
before. As a historian | feel compelled to say this. Take these students, faculty, and staff seriously, and
these community members. If you do not, | feel compelled to inform you that this is likely only the
beginning.

Octavio Acosta made the following comments:
My name is Octavio Acosta. | am the interim coordinator at El Centro. At the center a lot of my student
staff have found themselves in more academic standing this year. | think it's largely due because they
were without a coordinator for seven months and they didn't have an academic advisor at the center. |
know that the Umoja Center lost its coordinator as well and this is because the lack of funding, the lack
of a just date for the coordinates, for the staff that work there. I've been here for two months and
spending my time, taking a look at what's going on, where are the problems, or the opportunities,
listening to the students, noticing that this trend of people leaving because they are not being paid well
enough, they're not being supported, they don't feel like they're being supported. And then to see all
that police that showed up, I'm sure that was expensive.

| also know that the school is installing more cameras, more surveillance and I'm sure that costs money
as well. I'm kind of seeing the priorities of where the school is putting its money. During these times |
have told my supervisor about why;, it's been hard for me to work because | live in a studio, | don't have
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an office and | have this baby. They don't pay me enough to have a babysitter all of the time and they
told me “it's all right, you know, | could take the day off, | could take the time off”, but that's not who |
am. | just need the tools to work, | need the support to work and many students are in need of a lot of
support. | just wanted to let you all know that this is going on with the Cultural centers. We need money
for our staff, we need trainings, we need support and need spaces. So if anyone could get me that as
soon as possible that would be great.

An unidentified student speaker made the following comments:
| am [inaudible] and | also wanted to speak as a student, [inaudible] and I’'m in my second year here. We
have been talking about the [inaudible] coming up here as well. The messages that the campus puts out
to people- and | come from San Diego- all across the state, I've had people come here from international
programs that come to travel here because of the programs that we have in our curriculum that are
being ignored because of the message that it came perpetuated by administration and by the admin. The
email earlier today only further conflates the lies that have been continued to be spread. | have to
continue to mention Nelson Hall was never occupied. | don’t believe- | don’t believe Nelson Hall-

But | would like to correct this misinformation that before the hard closure, | personally walked through
the campus because | paid tuition to go here and | saw no barricades at all. In fact, the barricades came
down in Siemens Hall to show the lack of destruction and violence that, again, administration was
claiming to justify the police response and the continued militarization of our own campus. And | have
seen students being asked to leave their own campus for graduation pictures because of a continued
imaginary threat perpetuated by the administration.

And | would like to also bring up a quote that was mentioned -- someone mentioned this earlier. But this
guote is by Ruha Benjamin. "Too often our student activists are celebrated after they graduate by the
institution themselves by that institution themselves.”. And | don't think it's fair to continue to blame the
students that were trying to express this abhorrent situation that's being ignored or had been ignored by
our administration up until it became inconvenient for administration to deal with.

Again, Siemen's Hall is the administration building. We just wanted your attention. | have heard again
people echoing the fact that it was going to be a peaceful sit-in until the police response. And | also know
for a fact that originally they thought it was an active shooter response. They didn't even know it was
going to be a protest and once that person realized it was not in fact an active shooter, there was no
justification for the right, police and the violence that was then involved with the students. And | work
for the district and people have mentioned the fact that the violence started from the police. The
students have always been peaceful and | think the images on the front of The Lumberjack also showed
that. And if you think that a classic water bottle constitutes the same violence as a bomb being dropped
on Gaza and Rafah, as well as [inaudible]- we’re seeing that money- those same students that are being
hit to the head with a police baton.

The Ombudpeople paused the open forum to get answers to specific questions.

Can this Senate session be extended to consider the resolution on divestment?
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Chair Woglom said that the resolution can be considered by the Senate Executive Committee before the end of
the academic year.

What is prohibited at Commencement, and will there be increased police presence?

Vice President Gordon reported that the commencement planning group, along with other stakeholders, are
working as quickly as they can with the adjustment to local sites to try to get this information synthesized,
reviewed, and communicated out.

Were Mark Johnson’s comments at the last Senate meeting about injuries to law enforcement meant to imply the
safety of law enforcement is more important than the safety of our students?

Chief of Staff Johnson said that his comments had been taken out of context. He was trying to give a factual
report to the Senate, and the information about injuries to law enforcement were reported by the police and so
were easier to come by. Of course he cares about the safety of students, faculty, and staff.

What are the “Jug O’ Justice” challenge coins, and what is the song that the EOC talked about?

Senator Burkhalter said that they will be asking this question at the next plenary meeting of the ASCSU. They are
aware of the LinkedIn profile, that there was an emergency manager from the Chancellor's Office on the campus.
Neither of the ASCSU Senators were looped into anything involving the Chancellor's Office or EOC, so they will be
asking very hard questions at the plenary meeting next week and requesting an investigation.

Meeting adjourned at 6:24 PM
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Integrated Curriculum Committee
Consent and Voting Action Calendar
April 16, 2024 Page 1 of 1

Consent Calendar

N/A

Voting Action Calendar

Environmental Studies Program Changes

Environmental Studies, B.A. - Change Core Requirements - 23-2298. UD Core: Remove PSCI
381S and replace with PSCI 371 Experiential Workshop (Topic: E Law Conference, 1 unit);
PSCI 381S indefinitely on hold; choose one from two bucket, with PSCI 381 and PSCI 371 as
two options. LD Core: Remove ENST 120 (suspended), and replace it with new ENST 195A, a
new course that is a corequisite for ENST 195 for ENST maijors (related proposals).

ENST - 120 - 2305 - Course Suspension - Intro Seminar in Env. Studies - replacing ENST 120
with ENST 195A (Orientation to Environmental Studies), co-requisite with ENST 195

(Foundations of Enviro Studies), for majors only.

ENST - 195 - 23-2299 - Course Change - Foundations of Environmental Studies. Change title
from Topics in Nature/Culture to Foundations of Environmental Studies. Slight changes to title

and description. ENST Majors only: making new course ENST 195A a required co-req, so like a
4-unit course (3+1) (but 195A is replacing suspended ENST 120, 1-unit, so no change to major
units). NB: ENST has unarticulated ENST 195 so that transfer ENST majors will have to take
the 4-unit combo (195/195A) to create a cohort bonding experience, even if they have taken a
course similar to ENST 195 (Foundations of Environmental Studies, 3 units) at a community
college.

ENST - 195A - 23-2 - New Course - Orientation to the Environmental Studies Degree -
ENST is redesigning this intro-level course to better serve the curricular and success needs of
students. LK: Creating new course, ENST 195A (1 unit), that will be a co-req with ENST 195 (3
units) for ENST maijors; replacing ENST 120 in curriculum for majors (ENST 120 being
suspended).

ENST - 295 - 23-2334 - Course Change - Power/Privilege & Environment - Change
prerequisites: remove ENST 120 (suspended, 1 unit).


https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2298/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2305/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2303/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2299/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2299/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2303/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2334/form

Integrated Curriculum Committee
Consent and Voting Action Calendar
April 30, 2024 Page 1 of 1

Consent Calendar

CHEM - 107 - Fundamentals of Chemistry - Course Change - 24-2372 - Description: Terminal
course. Fundamental concepts and applications of general and inorganic chemistry. Proposed

Changes: Grade mode change from "Letter Grade Only" to "Optional Grade Basis". This
change will help student success because it will allow students to take the course on a credit /
no credit basis.

NR - 480 - Selected Topics - Course Suspension/Deletion - 24-2494 - NR 480 is not required for
any program on campus and has not been offered. It can be removed from the catalog.

SP - 350 - 22-2004 - Course Reactivation - Conceptualizing Prior Learning. This proposal seeks
to reactivate SP 350 and update its description and grading mode (from optional to mandatory
CR/NC).

SP - 351 - 22-2006 - Course Reactivation - Portfolio on Prior Learning. Reinstating SP 351 with
(1) minor update of course description, (2) change in C-classification from C-36 to C-78, (3)
change in grade mode to CR/NC, (4) change in units from 1-8 to 1-15, (5) instruction mode
change from Face to-face to Online.

Voting Action Calendar

N/A


https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2372/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2494/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2004/form
https://humboldt.curriculog.com/proposal:2006/form

CAL POLY HUMBOLDT
University Senate Written Reports, Date: May 7, 2024
Standing Committees, Statewide Senators and Ex-officio Members

Academic Policies Committee:

Submitted by Nicole Jean Hill, APC Chair

Members: Julie Alderson (Faculty-Art), Frank Cappuccio (Faculty-Chem), Harrelle Deshazier
(Advisor-Umoja Center), Tyler Evans (Faculty-Math), Nicole Jean Hill (APC Chair Pro-Tem), Jenni
Robinson Reisinger (Registrar), Mark Wicklund (Director-Assessment). Vacant: AS Student 1st

and 2nd Reps, faculty position
Meeting Date(s): May 1, 2024
Meeting Details: The committee discussed feedback report from ICC on the Minor/Certificate

Policy. Based on the feedback and discussion, committee decided to either put a cap on the
minor unit limit with squishy language or leave out a maximum number of units. Committee will
be provided with two versions to review. Other revisions will be made based on the ICC
feedback and provided to APC for one last look over before the end of the semester. The policy
document hopefully will be ready for 1st reading at the start of fall semester

Faculty Affairs Committee:

Submitted by Tim Miller, FAC Chair

Members: Ramona Bell, Kim Perris, Lisa Tremain, Marisol Ruiz Gonzalez, Kim White
Meeting Date(s): Wednesdays 11-noon, NHE 106 and Zoom (please email Tim at
tim.miller@humboldt.edu for more details if you’d like to attend)

Please see the FAC 22-23 End of Year Report (pdf).



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XBskE0c0CKsXAB_HfObXj9CaPkwpZuX4T7pDzfHLQhA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XBskE0c0CKsXAB_HfObXj9CaPkwpZuX4T7pDzfHLQhA/edit
mailto:tim.miller@humboldt.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KJcjK1CUuShC-ynNO26nPD5IVlcIsVsN/view?usp=sharing

University Policies Committee:

Submitted by Chris Harmon, UPC Chair

Members: Rob Keever, Tawny Fleming, Sara Sterner, Shelby Schroeder, Sulaina Banks,
Michelle Williams.

Meeting Date(s): 04.02.24

Meeting Details: UPC has continued to discuss a new policy on defining Research Centers,
Institutes, and “other” campus groups not well represented by either definition (i.e,
center/institute). The UPC chair is engaging with SPF on this front; however, committee work
has stalled out due to membership issues. Senator Sterner will likely become the ICC chair next
term, Senate Schroeder has indicated that they will resign next term, and two open positions
still remain vacant. The UPC will need 4 new members for next semester so it can have a
guorum at meetings and continue to engage in important university business.

Emeritus & Retired Faculty & Staff Association

Submitted by Marshelle Thobaben, Senate Representative for ERFSA

Members:

Meeting Date(s):

Meeting Details: If you do not plan to submit a written report, please write "no report" in the
meeting details space of this document, just so | know not to wait on your committee/division

Humboldt-ERFSA members have been kept informed of the campus crisis. The university emails
from the administration, CFA & University Senate have been forwarded to the Humboldt-ERFSA
listserv.




Edit: Individuals named in the original version of this document have been redacted by
request to avoid potential harm. | apologize profusely for being careless in identifying
individuals publicly. It was thoughtless.

This week’s Senate Chair report outlines my experiences in the role of Senate Chair and
General Faculty President between the evening of Monday April, 22nd and the night of Monday,
April 29th/early morning of April 30th, the duration of the occupation of Siemens Hall. My
memory is imperfect, so there is the potential that | have omitted or misreported aspects of this
narrative, but | have done my best throughout to be truthful and thorough in my representation
of the week. | have further tried to be unbiased and impartial in my description of events, but
have retained some description of my reactions and mindset to help to contextualize (not
rationalize or soften the perception of) my decisions and actions. | acknowledge that | have
made mistakes throughout this week, and though | welcome feedback and critique, please know
that no one is more critical of my actions than | am. | have refrained from attempting to
summarize broad takeaways from these events, as several wiser others have suggested that
conclusion and healing cannot be pursued until a full accounting has taken place. This is my
attempt at as full an account as possible from my limited perspective.

| have removed names where it seems prudent to have done so, and retained them where |
think it is important to know who did what.

We have a lot of work to do. Take care of yourselves and each other.
jim

Monday, April, 22nd

| attended a 4-5 PM Zoom meeting scheduled to discuss logic models for an in-progress update
of the University’s Strategic Plan. The meeting included Cal Poly Humboldt’s Chief of Staff and
three staff members. While the meeting was in progress there was considerable noise in the
background, and the Chief of Staff walked away from the camera on a number of occasions and
muted himself at several points to communicate with someone off camera. All four of the other
attendees on the call were in Siemens Hall, and one of the staff members in attendance said
that the noise was the product of a protest regarding the ongoing violence in Gaza that was
occurring in the building. The Chief of Staff left the meeting before its scheduled end. Slightly
concerned, but assuming that this event was in keeping with the four other protests that
occurred on campus earlier this year, | walked home after this meeting at 5pm.

| soon received texts from several faculty members that there was a police action of some sort
in Siemens Hall. | texted the Chief of Staff and Provost to see if they were ok and they both
confirmed they were. | messaged the Vice President of Administrative Affairs asking how | could
help, but received no response. | felt | should know what was going on to inform my Senate
leadership role, but other faculty | spoke with had no factual information to share. | headed
down to campus at some point after 9:30 PM.



Walking onto campus, | was surprised to see long lines of police vehicles from all the
surrounding communities: Rio Dell, Eureka, McKinleyville, Fortuna, and Arcata, beyond the
University Police Department. Others estimated that there were as many as a hundred officers
present, and while | can’t confirm that, it does not seem unrealistic based on my memory of the
scene. The officers were loaded down with what seemed like an excessive amount of weaponry
to engage with a student protest.

As | approached the Guttswurak Quad | saw a group of likely hundreds of students massed
incredibly close to the lines of police surrounding the front entrance to Siemens Hall. On the
other side of that entrance, visible through the entance’s front windows, several students who
had barricaded themselves inside the building were waving signs through the window at the
protestors. Many of the police at the front of the building were dressed in what | would
uninformedly describe as riot gear, and many were holding clubs and shields.

The situation was more restrained at the other entrances but largely mirrored the front. | took
several laps around the building trying to make sense of what was happening. Eventually, | saw
and talked to a faculty member who had been present for most of the night. He informed me
that two students had been hurt through interaction with the police (distributed video later
showed police striking students with clubs and a student striking police with a water cooler jug).
Three students had been arrested. A faculty member had been hit in the abdomen, but was
reported to be ok. | was informed by the Chief of Staff during our call the next morning that
police officers had been injured as well. After these injuries, things had escalated to a standoff.
The faculty member | was speaking with said about a dozen students were still inside the
building. | saw two other faculty members | knew as well, present and engaging in conversation
with students and police.

Students were yelling at the police, and as rhetoric became more heated, the facial expressions
of the police were becoming more irritated. In some instances, students yelled profanity in their
faces, and law enforcement officers’ hands were on or near weapons. The standoff was tense
and loud, and | was certain that at any moment further violence would occur. | felt a very deep
fear that someone was going to get shot.

| texted Provost Capps and she asked that faculty do anything they could to deescalate the
situation and encourage students to leave the building peacefully. As stated, there were a
couple of faculty on-site, but not nearly enough to be heard or followed in that context, and
though | talked to a few students about how things seemed to be getting out of hand, few
seemed to care about my presence or thoughts.

At one point | saw Interim Academic Personnel Services Lead Kim White and Provost Capps
walking away from Siemens Hall. | later heard that they had entered the building to talk to
student demonstrators on two separate occasions, so this might have been one of those
attempts to communicate, but | can’t be sure and | didn’t do a time check.



At around 10:50 PM, police slowly walked away from the building. The tension of the crowd
abated considerably. Students ran in through the now unguarded doors to Siemens Hall. The
front entrance remained barricaded, but at this point none of the other doors had been
obstructed and protestors moved freely around the interior and exterior of the building. |
remember giggling when | heard one protestor ask another where they should go to eat. At
around 11:30 PM, | decided that things had relaxed and the crowd would likely dissipate
overnight, and so | went home.

Tuesday, April 23rd

| woke early intending to go down and check things out at the scene of Monday night’s protest
event before a 9 AM meeting on campus. At 8:20 AM, the Chief of Staff texted asking me to call
him. We talked about the incident at Siemens, and he gave an account of what had happened
that was not factually dissimilar from what the faculty member had shared with me the prior
night. We agreed that we should address it during that afternoon’s Senate Meeting. Faculty had
similarly emailed requesting a discussion of the proportionality of the University’s response to
the protest, so | was glad he was amenable to the idea. | read the University’s message that the
classes were canceled in my email. | walked to campus thinking it was important to be present,
and that the class cancellation was just meant to allow an opportunity to clean up and reset after
the protest.

Walking towards the center of campus, | was surprised to see that there had been considerable
change to the site overnight. There were makeshift barricades erected at many entrance points
to the center of campus, constructed using dumpsters, chairs, and other such objects. Many
buildings had spray-painted slogans and messages on them, some related to the violence in
Gaza and others pointed more towards the University’s administration. Students slept in tents
encircling the building. Pop-up party tents had been erected at the front entrance of Siemens
Hall and were staged as first aid, supply, and makeshift kitchen zone.

There has been considerable discussion about protesters slipping into antisemitic messaging
throughout campus conversations and corresponding media. | saw little evidence of this. There
was a cardboard sign that said "Fuck Israel" amongst an array of such signs outside Siemens
Hall, and | saw two students argue about whether that constituted antisemitism. They decided it
did and discarded the sign. It seemed overtly antisemitic to me, but that was the only example of
unambiguously concerning rhetoric | remember seeing, and | was encouraged to see that
protestors were self-policing in regards to it.

There has also been considerable talk about dangerous or lawless behavior by student
protesters during this period. I'll comfortably say there was a lot of graffiti on buildings and
damaged furniture, to be sure, and the barricades closing off the building had to break some
sort of University policy or fire code, but to be honest, during this time students were just
cooking food and talking about politics. It had the feel of a camp at a music festival.



Chairing the University Senate largely consists of being present at myriad committee meetings,
so my schedule during this Academic Year had been packed from at least 9AM to 5PM on most
weekdays. On this day, all of my meetings for the day were canceled in succession by other
parties. With newfound freedom in my calendar, | thought a good use of my time would be to
talk to student protestors. One, who later became the person | talked to most consistently, and
who became a spokesperson for the group in Siemens, told me that their demands were
derived from a Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) website, and were available on a related
Instagram account. | was not familiar with the BDS group, and the demands on the Instagram
account were very broad, so | tried to get more clarity on the students’ needs and demands as a
local group so that | could bring them to the Senate meeting at 3:00 PM that afternoon. This was
not particularly successful; there was little agreement on the specifics of the demands amongst
the students at the Kitchen Zone in front of Siemens Hall.

At 11:58 AM | texted the Chief of Staff and told him that | had been talking to student protesters
about their demands, and asked that he call me to talk about them. | outlined their platform as |
had come to understand it. He talked to me about divestiture and a couple of the other topics
raised, and though he seemed skeptical about meeting those demands, he didn’t wholly come
out against my continued engagement with the protest collective to draft achievable demands.
He asked me to make sure they know that they are in trouble, but they will be in much more
trouble if this occupancy continues, or something to that effect. | stayed with the students, prying
them for further information until about 2 PM when both my laptop and phone died. | ran home
to charge them and use stronger wifi than what was available on the quad for that day’s Senate
Meeting.

During my time in the quad, from about 8 AM to 2 PM, | saw the Dean of Students walking
around the site. | saw the Dean of the College of Professional Studies and APS Lead do a
couple of laps of the area. | saw four or five faculty come and drop off supplies and check in on
students. | saw a couple of staff seemingly assessing the facilities implications. These were the
only University employees | saw during this time. | was not omnipresent, but the front door area
of Siemens Hall was obviously the central communication space at this time, and no one from
the President’'s Administrative Team, besides those listed above, approached it.

The Senate meeting, which regularly occurs between 3-5 PM on alternating Tuesdays, began
with an information item about the protest, per the Chief of Staff and my earlier discussion and
the faculty’s request for further information. Over 130 persons were in attendance at this
meeting, far above the usual attendance of University Senate Meetings. Administrators ran late
to this meeting, so the only real information at the time of the new agenda item was what little |
had derived from my discussion with the students. | remember looking down at the Google doc |
had worked on all morning through conversation with student protestors and realizing there was
not a lot of intelligible substance to it. We held our usual 3:15 PM open forum and several
students and a couple faculty spoke regarding the protest. | was, at this point, hoping to discuss
some of the closing business of the Senate year, especially as there were, at that time and in
that context, pressing matters to address, including the annual budget recommendation, so |



was initially strict with the time of the open forum. But as other folx began expressing a need to
ask questions and talk, we continued allowing speakers for about 45 minutes.

During this time, the Chief of Staff arrived and gave a speech that notably forefronted the
injuries of police officers and destruction of property over students, and thus agitated the group
broadly, and further upset students in the quad who were communicating with me through direct
messages to the Senate’s Administrative Support Coordinator. During this speech the Chief of
Staff introduced the notion that decisions were being made by the Emergency Operations
Center (EOC), an anonymous group of staff and administrators who advised the President.

After the discussion of the protest ended, we moved to other University Senate Business. It
wasn’t clear at that time what more could be said or done regarding the protest, and given it was
the next to last Senate meeting of the year, the body was inclined to address the business on
the agenda. The meeting ran over its allotted time frame by 30 minutes. At the close of the
meeting, my feeling was that things would begin to move towards resolution through continued
communication and engagement between all parties.

After the meeting, the Provost and | talked by phone, per her request. She was out of town but
would be returning to campus the following day. | advocated for her to encourage more
engagement between faculty and the EOC regarding both decision-making and transparent
information sharing, and she agreed. We planned for a meeting of all faculty at 4 PM on
Wednesday, April 24th, and we agreed to keep in touch as things developed. At 6:32 PM, The
California Faculty Association sent out an email announcing that they would be holding a
Teach-In on the Gutswurruck Quad from 12-2 PM on Wednesday as well.

Wednesday, April 24th

| went up to the campus at 8 AM and stayed until just before the planned 4 PM faculty meeting
with the Provost. The Provost was heading back to campus with a projected time of arrival of
about noon.

Faculty contacted me via text and email with recommendations for third party mediators, which |
passed on to administrative contacts. It was conveyed to me that one suggested mediator was
out of town, and another rejected an offer to take on the project. Faculty continued to offer
suggestions that | conveyed throughout the day. To my knowledge, no professional mediator
was hired.

Faculty also asked that there be more committed movement on students’ demands. | continued
to work with a graduate student who was working with the protest collective on what they
understood to be the student’s core desires. We talked about them and worked on a document
for much of the morning. During this time, considerably more faculty were coming to the quad,
and at one point another faculty member joined the grad student and | during our
demand-writing/discussion session, more as a show of solidarity than as a co-author, but did
engage in our conversation.



The California Faculty Association’s Teach-In began promptly at 12 PM, as announced. There
were hundreds of students and faculty in attendance, and there was a sense of community and
solidarity between folx present. There were lectures on history and philosophy, on the traditions
of non-violent protest. At one point there was a yoga lesson. Folx sat around and talked. A band
played. With the exception of the knowledge of the students occupying Siemens, it was a
peaceful and comforting scene.

The Provost committed to making a brief appearance on the quad prior to the community
meeting at 4 PM. | saw her walk onto the quad a little after 2 PM and went and talked to her.
She left soon thereafter, saying she had to talk to administrators prior to the 4 PM meeting.

My partner picked me up on campus so | could use our home wifi for the faculty meeting. During
the 4 PM meeting between the faculty and Provost Capps, the Provost started with a
presentation that included commentary by Kim White regarding concerns that faculty and staff
personnel files had been breached and student protestors might damage the files or make them
public. This framing was poorly received by many participants in the meeting who felt that
paperwork and property were being forefronted over the safety of our students. The chat
function had been on when we entered the Zoom Meeting, but the rhetoric in the chat became
heated and had to be turned off at the request of those present. Prior to that happening,
someone in the chat let us know that the meeting was being broadcast on KRFH. The Dean of
the College of Arts Humanities and Social Sciences (CAHSS) explained that the radio station
had been picking up the audio from the quad, where someone had been sent the link and was
broadcasting the meeting to the students gathered on the quad through a PA system.

At 4:45PM, the Dean of Students asked me, through the Google Message app, to help connect
him to the student protest leaders | had been talking to. After the community meeting concluded,
at 5:32 PM, | emailed two student contacts with the protest collective and asked if the protesters
would be willing to meet with administrators. One asked “Do you have any sort of action plan
that can be shared? They want to see what steps you are thinking about taking before
considering meeting anyone.” This seemed backwards to me at the time, as it seemed that they
should be framing their expectations for the negotiation, and | said so, gently. | said that | had
been w