
The Humboldt Institute for Interdisciplinary Marijuana Research
Improving the economic, social, physical, and environmental health of individuals and communities through the interdisciplinary scientific study of marijuana.

First Annual� Speaker Series Presents:

Data Shadows of the  
Underground Economy
In the United States, the pricing of marijuana is not evenly distributed.  

This talk will review the spatialities of illegal drug economies and 

address the effectiveness of combining volunteered geographic 

information with studies of economic practices that would otherwise 

be impossible to conduct.  A recent project in Volunteered Geographic 

Information: priceofweed.com requested volunteers to contribute 

the prices paid for marijuana and the location of purchase. This site, 

along with statistical measures used to model the price, demonstrates 

that within the United States there is a geography to marijuana 

pricing characterized by lower prices in states with medical marijuana 

programs and higher prices farther from Humboldt County,California.

Monica Stephens, Ph.D.
Department of Geography, Humboldt State University

Monica Stephens received a PhD in Geography from the University of Arizona in 2012.  
Her research focuses on social and geographic inequalities in online content.  She blogs 
at www.floatingsheep.org and teaches in the Geography department at Humboldt State 
University. She has published maps in Wired Magazine, The Guardian, CNN, Gizmodo, The 
Atlantic, The Atlantic Cities, the BBC, the Slate, the Huffington Post, and elsewhere.

Tuesday, January 29  •  5:30-7:00pm
Humboldt State University   •   BSS Native Forum, Room 162

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Josh Meisel, Co-Director of the Humboldt Institute for Interdisciplinary Marijuana Research 

phone: 707.826.4446  •  email: meisel@humboldt.edu  •  website: humboldt.edu/hiimr

SPONSORED BY:  
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences  •  College of Natural Resources and Sciences  •  College of Professional Studies

HSU is an AA/EO institution. Persons who wish to request disability related accommodations should contact the event organizer at 826.4446, as soon as possible.


