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Integral Ecology Research Center
Part-time Paid Internship: Barred Owl Field Technician

Institution and Location: Integral Ecology Research Center, Blue Lake, CA

Work Schedule: Range of 8-12 hours per week, with a minimum of one 8-hr block of commitment night or day per week.
Some weeks may require an additional 2-hr office/lab daytime committal. Not to exceed 12 hrs a week (Monday to
Friday)

Salary: $125 - $180 a week

Internship Duration: 4 months from start date (until ~ mid-February 2025)

Deadline to Apply: October 4th, 2024

Email Applications to: Dr. Vitek Jirinec (vjirinec@jiercecology.org) with the subject line “Owl Intern”

Position Overview: Join the [IERC team for research focused on the conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl, a species
threatened by the locally invasive Barred Owl and the dangers associated with illegal cannabis cultivation. This
internship offers unique experience in cutting-edge fieldwork focused on these two species. As part of this project, the
intern will assist with capture, tagging, and tracking of Barred Owls. The data collected will help determine if and
how illegal cannabis cultivation contributes to rodenticide or other pesticide exposure. This is an exciting opportunity
to get hands-on experience and contribute to important research that could shape the future of owl conservation in the
Pacific Northwest.

Skill Sets You Will Learn and be Required to Perform:
e General field skills: ability to navigate outdoors using GPS, carrying loads of up to 50 Ibs over short distances,
driving in forest road settings
e Broadcast bird vocalizations with speakers and the ability to hear responses
e Owl tag harness construction and fitting
e Owl capture, handling, banding, and tagging
e Morphometric measurements and age and sex determination
e Radio-telemetry and remote GPS tag data download
e Data entry, management, and quality control

Required Qualifications:

Communicate effectively with supervisors and work collaboratively with organizational staff. Currently enrolled in, or a
recent graduate of, a biology, wildlife, or natural resources program. Position will require 8-12 hrs per week (primarily at
night), on weekdays, with minimum blocks of time (see Work Schedule). Some daytime work will be also required. The
position will require commitment from early/mid October through early/mid February.

To Apply:
Submit a CV/resume and a not to exceed 1-page cover letter that shares with us:
1. Why did you choose a wildlife, biology or natural resource-related academic program as your field of study and
future career?
2. Why are you interested in this position in particular?
3. Describe any experience you have with field techniques (summer jobs, internships, college courses).

Please also include the names and contact information for two (2) references, either academic or employment.

IERC is a 501(c)3 non-profit scientific research organization and an EOE
WWW.IERCecology.org



